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A Pre-Psycho 
Bates? He 
Can Relate

Bio Pick

Freddie Highmore thinks Norman Bates is 
a nice guy.

Before you suspect the young english actor is just 
as psycho as the iconic character he plays in A&e’s new 
series Bates Motel, he clarifies: “He’s a sweet kid who’s 
put into circumstances where he goes a little mad.”

yes, just a little. in this prequel to Alfred Hitchcock’s 
classic 1960 film Psycho, Norman is not yet the cross-
dressing, knife-wielding serial killer of his destiny. And 
his mother, Norma (played by Vera Farmiga), is still alive 
and uncommonly close to her son.

executive producer carlton cuse (Lost) has said he 
was not interested in making an homage to the original, 
and stepping out of that “Psycho universe,” as he calls 
it, gave him and fellow exec producer Kerry ehrin (Friday 
Night Lights) the freedom to imagine Norman and Nor-
ma’s younger selves before all hell breaks loose.

on set in Vancouver, Highmore (Finding Neverland, 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory) says he’s psyched 
about cuse’s vision. “it’s always intrigued me how Nor-
man got to be the person he became. The joy of a ten-
episode series is, we can focus on character and see 
Norman transforming into the psycho that we know he 
will become. At first, there’s almost this sympathy or 
empathy for Norman — ‘you could have been so nice if 
you hadn’t had this odd relationship with your mother, or 
lived in this town that has so many underlying secrets.’”

ramping up the fear factor are that spooky motel 
and the house of horrors on the hill — replicas con-
structed from Hitchcock’s original plans. And then 
there’s the infamous gloomy Vancouver weather.

“The rain gives it a moody quality, and the house 
gives this timeless feel to the scenes between Norma 
and Norman,” Highmore says. “it sets their relationship 
apart from this town, which is contemporary. When they 
go inside their house, it’s their own little world.”

However macabre the world he inhabits on screen, 
when the director yells, “cut,” Highmore shrugs off the 
madness that is Norman Bates. “i find it reasonably easy 
to disconnect,” he says. “i go home and use my kitchen 
knives completely normally.” —Robin Roberts
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