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The drachkovitch empire stays hot, thanks to passion 
projects, cautionary tales and good luck.

mixin the

When rasha and stephanie Drachkovitch founded 44 Blue 
Productions thirty years ago, they named it for a good-
luck play from high school football. So it made sense to kick 
off their reality programming slate with sports shows like 
Bob Uecker’s Wacky World of Sports. The good luck held — 
the show was a winner. 

Branching out into action-adventure, lifestyle and documentary pro-
gramming, they pushed that luck, going boldly where few cameras had gone 
before: to prisons, war zones and pirate-infested waters. “We were creating 
a reputation as extreme-human-condition producers,” Rasha says.

No kidding. From Behind Bars: Inside the World’s Toughest Prisons to 
The World’s Most Dangerous Places to Lockup (their flagship franchise, at 
fourteen years and 200 episodes), these raw, riveting shows take viewers to 
a world that’s interesting to visit, but one they’re happy to leave. Rasha calls 
them “cautionary tales.”

Seven years after launch, just as 44 Blue was on a streak, Stephanie 
decamped to Buena Vista Television and then to Warner Bros.’ Telepictures, 
where she was senior vice-president, development and programming.

Having learned the studio side of buying and selling, she returned in 
2004 to 44 Blue, where she and Rasha began developing a new slate of se-
ries, including the syndicated Family Court with Judge Penny, OWN’s 
Married to the Army: Alaska, Animal Planet’s Pitbulls & Parolees, 
Spike TV’s Pirate Hunters: USN and A&E’s Wahlburgers. Their shows 
have aired in 120 countries across thirty networks, and won Emmy, 
Peabody and Gracie Awards.

“We look for things that are big and loud and different,” 

Stephanie says. “We don’t want to be derivative. We don’t want to be the 
third or fourth cake show — we’d rather be the first of something, and 
that’s hard. 

“We’re attracted to stories of redemption, second chances. We love 
big personalities, but they have to have a personal resonance to us. Like, 
with Pitbulls & Parolees where, at the end, a dog has found a home, or 
Wahlburgers, where you love hanging out with a great American family.”

Coming this fall from 44 Blue: a docu-series on Blue Collar comedian 
Bill Engvall and an insider’s look at politics, featuring Rob Lowe. 

The couple admits that they sometimes disagree. “We have passion 
projects,” Rasha says. “We can’t develop every show, so we have to make 
difficult decisions. That can sometimes lead to a difference of opinion.” To 
keep clashes to a minimum, they don’t oversee individual shows together.

“Maybe the reason we’re still together is because we haven’t worked 
side by side,” Stephanie says with a laugh, noting their offices are down 
the hall from each other.

But it’s rewarding to share the com-
pany’s success, Rasha reflects. Maybe 

someday they’ll pass the good luck 
plays on to their three sons, who 
are all in their twenties and have 

worked summers at 44 Blue. 
Maybe they’ll even turn the 

cameras on themselves and 
the family business. Call it Drak 

Dynasty. —Robin Roberts

on a Blue streak
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